
SUMMER 2023

PM
40

77
20

51

WeLCOME TO
OUR NEW
PRESIDENT p.12

p4 

Celebrating 40 Years!
p4 

Celebrating 40 Years!
p4 



BoothUC Connect  | 2 BoothUC.ca

Inside this issue:

19

12 Writing Her Own Story:
Valedictorian and Chancellor's Medal 
recipient, Marla Warkentin (BSW/23)

13 Captain Alex MacDonald (BA/23)
This year's recipient of the General's Medal

14 Meet Our New Leadership Team

16 Student Story:
Patience Onah, Social Work student

Announcing New Program Streams
majors and degrees 

Congratulations to the 
Graduating Class of 2023

10

6 In the Right Place
with Catherine Zhang (BA/22)

7 Cultivating Community  
with Beth McDonald Funk (BSW/16)

8 Amazing Year…Amazing Team!
An update from Student Services

9 Our Team & Their Pets
Get to know Lily, Ernie, and Potato

4 Booth UC’s 40th Celebration

19 Staff & Faculty News

Publisher |  Booth University College

Editorial Team | Advancement/Communications:
Georgine Van de Mosselaer
Kim Kakegamic
Connie Janzen

Layout & Design |  Stephen C. Boyd

Booth University College Advancement Office

447 Webb Place

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada R3B 2P2

T: 204-947-6701
Toll-free (in North America): 1-877-942-6684

E: Development@BoothUC.ca
W: BoothUC.ca

Booth UC Connect magazine is published twice a year. 
We want to share the good news of what has been 
happening at Booth University College.

As the name of the publication suggests, Booth UC thrives 
on our connections between instructors and students 
and between theory and practice. Equally valued are the 
linkages between this institution and learning partners 
across Canada and around the world. And then there are 
the connections with people like you. Together, we are 
shaping the future.

William and Catherine Booth University College, rooted in 
The Salvation Army’s Wesleyan theological tradition, 
brings together Christian faith, rigorous scholarship and a 
passion for service. The University College educates 
students to understand the complexities of our world, to 
develop the knowledge and skills necessary to be active 
contributors to society, and to know how Christian faith 
compels them to bring hope, social justice and mercy into 
our world.



For most people, honour is akin to worth. When someone honours us, we feel 
valued—and everyone wants to feel valued. But we live in a world where 
genuine honour appears to be in short supply; a world where we often believe 
it is necessary to take honour for ourselves, even if that means taking it from 
someone else. Jesus continually shows us that true honour is given rather than 
taken and that we should seek to give it generously, especially to those whom 
society might not necessarily see as valuable. When we honour others, we live 
out the Great Commandment of loving God and loving neighbour (Matthew 
22:37-39). Furthermore, as we live in this space of love and honour, we 
discover that our true worth comes from God, and that God is always seeking 
to honour us because God knows that we are valuable!    

This issue of Booth UC Connect honours many people for their work and 
commitment to the Kingdom of God and to Booth UC. From donors who 
gave generously to students who finished well, from our amazing valedictorian 
to our brilliant and deserving convocation award winners and scholarship 
recipient, by listening to a bit of their stories and learning from their examples, 
we honour them. 

This issue also celebrates and gives further introduction to our new Vice 
President Academic and Dean, Dr. Linda Schwartz, and me, Rev. (Dr.) Rob A. 
Fringer, as President and Vice Chancellor. But before we look forward, we 
look back, and I want to personally honour the amazing and selfless work of 
Lt-Colonel (Dr.) Susan van Duinen and Mrs. Denise Young. They have 
helped to lay a foundation on which we can boldly and confidently move 
forward together. In the words of the writer of Hebrews: “Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run  with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2a, NIV).  

President’s Message

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” 

Thank you so much Lt-Colonel 
(Dr.) Susan van Duinen for your 
years of service to Booth UC. 
You are a gifted and committed 
leader, and your legacy will continue 
to be felt into the future.
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Rev. (Dr.) Rob A. Fringer, 
President and Vice Chancellor  

(Hebrews 12:1-2a, NIV)



40� C�ebration
On April 29, 2023, the board, the community and donors gathered at the Waldron 
Building for our 40th anniversary celebration and the official unveiling of Booth 
University College's Bricks in the Bistro Donor Wall 
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After introductory remarks by Lt-Colonel (Dr.) Susan van Duinen, President of 
Booth UC, the highlight of the afternoon was the official unveiling of the donor 
wall by Commissioner Floyd Tidd, Territorial Commander and Chancellor of 
Booth UC, and Mr. David Michel, Chair of the Board of Trustees. Pride for 
accomplishments past and excitement for the future permeated the Bistro as 
guests reminisced and renewed acquaintances. Donors present received lovely 
bouquets of tulips from a grateful school. 
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40� C�ebration
Examples of commemorations on the donor wall include:

Hope
Mercy
and

justice

“If we are to better the future, we must 
disturb the present.”

“Believe”

“Be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind.”



BoothUC.ca

Her passion for learning and search for truth led her to God and 
the Christian faith. In 2017, Catherine saved up enough money to 
pursue higher education. “That’s how a miracle happened: I typed 
‘Christian Faith University Canada’ into the Google bar, and 
Booth UC was the first one in the search list.” Catherine had been 
searching for a school that shared her values of social justice, 
hope, truth, love and non-judgmentalism, and Booth UC 
resonated with her.

Upon arriving at Booth UC, she felt like she found her new home. 
“Booth UC cares about students, with a down-to-earth 
environment, and the small size made me feel I’m part of a family. 
Booth UC was exactly what I was looking for, and I have received 
so much more along the way.” She pursued  Interdisciplinary 
Studies, which broadened her knowledge in various fields, such as 
environmental science, marketing, religion, philosophy, creative 
writing, film, and accounting.

Asked about memorable experiences she had at Booth UC, she 
points to movie days with Assistant Professor, Dr. Mandy Elliot, 
where students watched a film and discussed it openly, with 
everyone having a chance to pitch in. She also expressed her 
gratitude to our Dean of Students, Rhonda Friesen, who 
supported and cared for her during her toughest moments, and 
to the continuous support from Booth UC’s community: “I 
received generous scholarships, and I couldn’t have done so much 
without all the mental and financial support. I would have not 
achieved my dream without Booth UC.”

The opportunities for intellectual growth, personal development, 
and spiritual exploration provided by Booth UC have left an 
indelible mark on Catherine. “Most importantly, I was inspired by 
my teachers and my schoolmates; they gave me a fundamental 
academic and Christian spirit, the spirit of giving and the spirit to 
practise life learning.”

After graduation, she has been engaged in multiple projects, such 
as Banking on a Better Future, Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
and Manitoba Hydro’s Smart Grid, a solar energy plan for the next 
10-15 years and, more recently, has been using her marketing 
skills to promote Ukrainian companies on social media. Catherine’s 
current projects are to open a business that will contribute to a 
better, safer, and greener world, and use part of the profits to 
fund a project to help hungry children, as well as writing a fiction 
novel inspired by her own experiences. “I know what it's like to be 
hungry, and I hope that no child in the world suffers from it. After 
the valuable lessons and encouragement I found at Booth UC, I 
finally have the courage to follow my dream and write my write 
my autobiography.”

Catherine's story is a testament to resilience, inspiration, and 
giving back. She overcame challenges and pursued her dreams 
with faith, hope, and love. She encourages future students to 
consider Booth UC, where they can find purpose and academic 
growth. Her story is a reminder that education is a transformative 
experience that can change one’s life and help make a difference 
in the world.

It’s been six years since a life-changing event — being accepted 
into Booth University College — happened for Catherine Zhang 
(BA/22). Her journey to post-secondary education was marked by 
resilience. “Getting a college education has been an uphill battle 
for me. During my childhood and youth, I was not encouraged 
to study beyond Grade 6. I managed to finish high school 
by picking up recycling and eating discarded food from stores,” 
she remembers. However, she never gave up on seeking truth, 
purpose, and a better life.
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By Micael Moura

CATHERINE
ZHANG (BA/22)

“Getting a college education has been an uphill 
battle for me. During my childhood and youth, 
I was not encouraged to study beyond Grade 6. 
I managed to finish high school by picking up 
recycling and eating discarded food from stores.”
                                                          - Catherine Zhang

IN THE RIGHT PLACE WITH 



Sometimes it’s the small things, the simple 
things such as planting a seed in a garden, 
that can make the biggest impact and yield 
the most beautiful fruit.
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By Micael Moura

Alum Beth McDonald Funk returns 
to Booth UC to plant new seeds

Co�un�y: Cultivating With this idea in her heart and mind, Beth McDonald Funk 
(BSW/16) started a new chapter of her life. In 2023, she returned to 
Booth University College as our new Admissions Counsellor, 
specializing in high school and Salvationist students. After graduating 
from Booth UC, Beth worked with The Salvation Army Correctional 
and Justice Services, where she honed her skills in helping individuals 
and communities thrive.

Throughout her professional career and personal life, Beth has 
encouraged others to explore their spiritual connection with the 
environment and to find ways to connect with nature in their daily 
lives. This includes her nine years of experience volunteering and 
working for Bridging the Gap (Nature Manitoba), an environmental 
education program delivered to elementary school students in the 
inner city of Winnipeg. 

Additionally, Beth’s love of gardening is rooted in her belief that it 
is a way to reflect on and connect with God." Planting a seed is 
about deepening the spiritual connection between humanity, the 
Earth and the Creator; it nurtures a sense of peace, purpose and 
interconnectedness."  

During her time as a student, Beth especially enjoyed learning from 
passionate scholars. She explains that classes were engaging and 
edifying on both an academic and personal level, helping her see 
how theory connects to the real world. “Learning from scholars who 
are passionate in their respective fields of study is what I found 
exciting as a student—and Booth UC has plenty to offer in this 
regard. I unashamedly admit that other professors, such as 
Dr. Andrew Eason and Dr. Roy Jeal, were also my favourites, who 
almost convinced me to switch majors.”  

Returning to Booth UC as a staff member “feels like home,” she says. 
In fact, Beth’s decision to return is rooted in cherished memories of 
the profound sense of community and belonging she experienced 
over the course of her student journey. As an Admissions Counsellor, 
she is dedicated to guiding students through the application process 
and helping them decide if Booth UC is the right fit for them. Beth 
specializes in working with high school and Salvationist pupils, whom 
she feels have a distinctive perspective on the world and a special 
connection to Booth UC’s mission and values.

Her aim is to help sustain a supportive and caring environment for 
future students, ensuring that they too can benefit from the shared 
bond and fellowship that made her experience here so special. Beth 
is enthusiastic about Booth UC’s mission of Education for a Better 
World and is eager to help others discover what makes this 
place unique. 

Booth University College is proud to have Beth McDonald Funk as 
an alum and as a valuable member of our staff. Her commitment to 
social work, her dedication to helping others, and her love for 
gardening and the environment make her an excellent role model for 
current and future students alike.

Beth with husband, Bob
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By Rhonda Friesen, Dean of Students

Booth UC’s 2022/23 Student Council

“I’m thankful for the wonderful Student 
Services team that truly desires to 
support students in all areas of need.” 

– Darla Thiessen

As we take a peek at the 2022-23 academic year in the 
rearview mirror, it’s fun to note the amazing things that 
happened at Booth University College this last year.  
The pandemic has had a huge impact on most of us, but 
at Booth UC it means that we have been navigating the 
mix of virtual, on-line, and in-person community in new 
ways.  It has been wonderful to see students and staff on 
campus again, but also to maintain flexibility of joining 
community events from remote locations.  What an 
amazing opportunity we have been given to connect with 
each other in so many different ways!

Our Student Services team has been in the thick of these 
student community connections this year, and we’ve 
been energized by student engagement. I have invited 
them to give a brief snapshot of student activity from the 
perspective of their various service areas.  

On-campus fun was also an important contributor to 
student community this year.  Weekly games of Futsal in 
the Booth UC gym gave students the chance for some 
friendly competition while getting exercise.  A highlight 
event for this year was the Murder Mystery night, 
complete with full character costumes (thanks to several 
trips to SA Thrift Stores!) and a specially prepared Bistro 
supper.  Residents truly embraced their characters and 
had great fun solving the “mystery”!  

From welcoming students and taking care of their needs, 
to supporting their learning and academic success, to 
connecting them in community, our Student Services 
team is passionate about supporting students!  
Throughout the summer we will be planning towards 
2023-24 … looking forward to another amazing year 
starting in September!

Karen Ng, Student Services Assistant & 
Receptionist:  The Front Desk is not just the 
first point of contact at Waldron Campus, where 
you feel welcomed to Booth UC; it is also the 
service and information hub for students.  
Students come to the Front Desk to make their 
fee payments, purchase their Post-Secondary 
Peggo Card, pick up their access fobs and 
student cards, and purchase a variety of Booth 

UC merchandise. The Front Desk also provides students with 
information about their student health insurance, student account 
access and any external resources that might be able to help them.

Darla Thiessen, Academic Learning Centre 
Coordinator: Booth University College’s 
Academic Learning Centre (ALC) is designed 
to assist students with developing the skills and 
strategies that will help them succeed 
academically. Throughout this past year, the 
tutor team and I met with 124 students over 
the year for a total of 1,015 “visits,” which were 
mostly one-on-one appointments and 
skill-building workshops. As I wrap up and reflect upon my final year as 
the ALC coordinator, I am so grateful for the opportunity to be part 
of the Booth UC community over the past five years! I’m thankful for 
the wonderful Student Services team that truly desires to support 
students in all areas of need, and for the immeasurable knowledge I’ve 
gained from our amazing faculty. Most of all, I’ve really appreciated all 
“my” students! I appreciate all that I’ve learned from them, and it is 
always exciting to see students improve their skills, increase in 
confidence, and reach their goals!

Matt Peters, Student Services Coordinator:
This has been an eventful year among the 21-22 
students in Booth UC residence … the most 
residence students we’ve had since before the 
pandemic! With more people on campus, we’ve 
had more opportunity for connections, 
relationships, and fun community-building events. 
Our residents particularly enjoyed hosting various 
game/movie nights as well as exploring a variety 

of event venues in Winnipeg. Throughout the year, residents visited 
places such as The Forks (including skating in the winter), the Manitoba 
Legislature, A Maze In Corn, escape rooms, Activate, the Trampoline 
Park, The Rec Room, Assiniboine Park, and many other places!

Amazing 
year …
Amazing 
team!
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Kimberly Kakegamic, 
Communications Specialist
Ernie is my sister’s cat whom I lovingly 
refer to as my nephew. He is six months 
old and as curious as you’d expect from 
any kitten. He loves to climb his cat 
tree and jump up on counters (where 
he is not allowed). Even though Ernie is 
not my pet, I consider him a member of 
my family and I love spending time with 
the little monster! !

“I am grateful for the joy Lily brings 
to my life. She is not quick to bark 
and full of love.” 

“Potato is very curious and always looking for a warm 
place to hide when she comes out of her home.”  

“Even though Ernie is 
not my pet, I consider 
him a member of my 
family.” 

Connie Janzen, Administrative Coordinator, Advancement
This is Potato. She is an eight-year-old Ball Python who is part of 
my extended pet family. She is one of the many animals in what 
we call “the Zoo.”

Potato joined the family four years ago. She belongs to my niece, 
Kairi, who has a love for all animals. Potato is very curious and 
always looking for a warm place to hide when she comes out of her 
home. So far, I have not held her, but I have petted her many 
times. She is soft to the touch and always very relaxed. 

In the pictures you see Kairi with Potato and Potato’s home. Pinocchio, the cat, 
loves to sit on top of Potato’s home and watch her.

Georgine Van de Mosselaer B.Sc.(Eng),
Director of Advancement
Lily is  my silly 7 year-old black Labrador retriever. She 
is most happy in a food-filled environment, or when 
out on walks. 

Always joyous to greet visitors and enjoy some 
well-deserved tummy rubs, Lily is not quick to bark, 
and full of love. True to her breed, she is a wonderful 
family dog and the love is reciprocated by all who 
meet this tail waggling wonder!

Behind many of the hard-working Booth UC 
Advancement Team are loving pets. Here,
we get to know Lily, Ernie and Potato.   

THEIR

OUR
    TEAM



Another Brick in the Wall

“Cool News”
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“Donors are men and women who believe in the mission of Booth 
UC, and we mark that belief through the unveiling of the donor 
wall,” declared Lt-Colonel van Duinen. Also in attendance 
were Commissioner Floyd Tidd, Territorial Commander and 

The celebrations started the day before the convocation, as 
members of the Booth UC community gathered for the official 
unveiling of the Bricks in the Bistro donor wall. 

Instead of actual bricks, an acrylic panel was erected in front of 
the brick walls, with three sizes of “bricks” depending on the 
donation level. 

Examples of commemorations include:

Chancellor of Booth University College, and David Michel, Chair 
of the Board of Trustees. Those donors in attendance received a 
bouquet of tulips from a grateful school.

A Long Time 
Coming

Hope
Mercy
and

justice

"He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on 
to completion."

"Building hope."

"To Ellen Allan whose 
enduring love and faith has 
borne fruit every season."

Congratulations to Booth 
University College’s 
40th-anniversary 
convocation class of 2023!

On Sunday, the focus shifted to Winnipeg’s Knox United Church. 

After the Baccalaureate Service, a time of worship for 
the graduands, their family and friends, and the community of 
Booth UC, and following a photo session, the larger school 
community gathered for the Spring Convocation and Conferring 
of Degrees. The Living Hope Community Church Band provided 
accompaniment.

With area MLAs, members of the board of trustees 
and representatives from divisional and territorial headquarters 
looking on, 101 students graduated and received their certificate 
or degree.

“This is the first in-person ceremony since 2019,” declared 
Lt-Colonel (Dr.) van Duinen to rapturous applause. “Graduating 
class, congratulations! You’ve done it.

“A convocation is a very celebratory time, is it not?” she went on 
to say. “It’s a milestone. It marks the moment that you cross the 
line from student to alumni. Crossing the line between one phase 
of your life that leads to the next, between what lies behind and 
what lies ahead.”

The mood was enthusiastic and joyful on the 
last Sunday in April when friends, family, staff 
and professors gathered for the first in-person 
Booth University College convocation ceremony 
since the start of the pandemic 

The atmosphere was extra festive this year as Booth UC turned 
40, and reflections on past accomplishments were coupled with 
optimism for what the future will bring to the institution in the 
years to come.

“I don’t know about you; I get excited about any prospect of a 
celebration,” smiled Lt-Colonel (Dr.) Susan van Duinen, President
of Booth UC. “The anticipation heightens as the day of 
celebration draws near. At Booth UC, we have been building a 
better world every day for the past 40 years. Booth 
has been a pillar in the Winnipeg society. This holds true today 
as well.”



After introductory remarks by Winnipeg MLA's Uzoma Asagwara 
(Union Station) and Malaya Marcelino (Notre Dame), and an 
address by Colonel (Dr.) Wendy F. Swan, director of the 
International Social Justice Commission, Dr. Linda Schwartz, Vice 
President Academic, presented the graduates to Commissioner 
Tidd, who handed out the diplomas and certificates, accompanied 
by cheers, applause and ululations.

After the students received their parchments, Commissioner Tidd 
presented the Chancellor’s Medal to bachelor of social work 
graduate Marla Warkentin. Bachelor of Arts graduate Lieutenant 
Alexander MacDonald, Corps Officer at Bay Roberts, N.L., was 
awarded the General’s Medal.

“Why am I here?” asked Marla, who was also the valedictorian. 
“To be a representative of my peers and our school. I am standing 
up here today because I am a culmination of all of you. And I am 
so honoured to represent you.”

Marla shared a quote from a 2022 convocation address at New 
York University by singer-songwriter Taylor Swift: “Scary news 
is: you’re on your own now, but the cool news is: you’re on your 
own now.”

“The cool news is,” Marla concluded, “that now we get to take our 
new formed identities out into the world, and though we will be on 
our own, we will not be alone.”

Geoff Moulton, The Salvation Army's director of internal communications and 
editor-in-chief, notes, “A hearty round of applause to all the winners. In addition to 
the editorial department, it was great to see our colleagues at Booth University 
College’s advancement office garner two well-deserved awards. We are thankful for 
all of our writers, editors, designers and digital specialists who keep our territorial 
communications going from strength to strength.”

The Canadian Christian Communicators Association includes representatives from 
approximately 47 member publications, including mainline, Catholic and 
evangelical churches. Member publications were invited to enter in more than 30 
categories. The awards were judged by accomplished journalists and academics 
from both the religious and secular media.

"After three years without an in-person 
Convocation, it was wonderful to be back at 
Knox United Church. To see the graduates, hear 
the cheers and experience together the joy of 
our students' success."
             - Kim Kakegamic, Communications Specialist

In our first year of eligibility, Booth UC 
Connect won two awards. Our magazine's 
Start Here series won first place in the 
Advertisement category (see back page),
and our series celebrating Booth UC's 
40th anniversary won second place for 
Photo Essay.
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On Sunday, the focus shifted to Winnipeg’s Knox United Church. 

After the Baccalaureate Service, a time of worship for 
the graduands, their family and friends, and the community of 
Booth UC, and following a photo session, the larger school 
community gathered for the Spring Convocation and Conferring 
of Degrees. The Living Hope Community Church Band provided 
accompaniment.

With area MLAs, members of the board of trustees 
and representatives from divisional and territorial headquarters 
looking on, 101 students graduated and received their certificate 
or degree.

“This is the first in-person ceremony since 2019,” declared 
Lt-Colonel (Dr.) van Duinen to rapturous applause. “Graduating 
class, congratulations! You’ve done it.

“A convocation is a very celebratory time, is it not?” she went on 
to say. “It’s a milestone. It marks the moment that you cross the 
line from student to alumni. Crossing the line between one phase 
of your life that leads to the next, between what lies behind and 
what lies ahead.”

Getting to Know Booth UC
While Marla was born in Waterloo, Ont., her parents moved to 
Winnipeg with the 2½-year-old, when her father, Curt, became 
the athletic director at Canadian Mennonite University (Today, 
he is the associate athletic director of the University of Manitoba’s 
Bisons sports department.) Her mother, Buetta, was a social 
worker who soon became a professor at Booth UC.

Young Marla became quite familiar with her mom’s new place of 
employment.

“On days when there was no school, I’d hang out at her office,” 
she recalls. “I got to know all of the professors and staff. It was a 
great way to grow up.”

Helping Others
Besides being elected valedictorian by her peers, Marla also 
received the Chancellor’s Medal, given to a graduating Winnipeg 
campus degree student who has achieved a high academic 
standing, a minimum 3.6 GPA, demonstrated significant spiritual 
development and has contributed in significant ways to the life of 
the college and the wider community.

Through religion, philosophy and sociology courses, Marla 
realized that she was passionate about society and social work, and 
she hopes to parlay that into a full-time social work job this fall. 

“My plan is to eventually go back to school and do a masters,” she 
says. “I’m looking at something that’ll be more policy-related.”

Marla did a practicum working with newcomers and would be 
interested in learning more about barriers in immigration policy. 

“I want to be a part of making a difference.”

From English to Social Work
Despite that familiarity, Marla applied to the University of 
Winnipeg’s education program after high school and was there 
for a year. From there, she did a semester abroad in Norway, 
followed by a year off.

“I wasn’t quite sure what I wanted to do, and that’s what actually 
led me to Booth UC,” she says. 

While working toward an English degree, Marla decided to take a 
course in social welfare. That, in turn, inspired her to apply to the 
social work program. 

Surprisingly for Marla, she loved it, and sometime between the 
start of that class in January and applications for the social work 
program in April, she decided to transfer into the social work 
program at Booth UC.

“Who You Are”
“What’s unique about Booth UC is that you can grow your own 
identity,” Marla explains. “You're not just listening to a lecture in a 
hundred-student hall. You are participating in conversations 
directly with your peers and with your professor. And by hearing 
other people’s thoughts, that pushes you to reflect on your own a 
little bit more. That really helps in fostering interest and passion in 
social work—or in whatever you’re pursuing at Booth UC.”

“Whether you’re a Christian or not, having courses where you 
discuss and examine religious texts, views and perspectives helps 
build character and identity,” she says. “By hearing other’s views, 
you think about your own beliefs. That builds character and 
identity while staying true to who you are.”

“What’s unique about Booth UC is that you can grow your own identity.” 
          - Marla Warkentin

Own St�y
Writing

Her 

Booth University College’s professors, staff and students 
made valedictorian and Chancellor's Medal recipient 
Marla Rae Warkentin’s long and winding path to the 
school a smooth one 

“I’ve been a university student for five years, declared four different majors, studied at three different 
universities, in two different countries, and here I am today finally getting my first bachelor’s degree,” declared 
valedictorian Marla Rae Warkentin in her address to a packed convocation audience this past April. While her 
journey has been unique, she has no doubt that Booth University College made it all happen.

“It really felt as if I was writing my own story, but Booth UC made space for me to do it and figure it all out along the way. It made a lot of 
sense, it really worked out well and I wouldn’t have had it any other way.”

“I’ve been a university student for five years, declared four different majors, studied at three different 
universities, in two different countries, and here I am today finally getting my first bachelor’s degree,” declared 
valedictorian Marla Rae Warkentin in her address to a packed convocation audience this past April. While her 

“It really felt as if I was writing my own story, but Booth UC made space for me to do it and figure it all out along the way. It made a lot of 

By Ken Ramstead
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What did you enjoy most about the experience?
I enjoyed learning in a fostering environment with supportive 
professors and students. I found the atmosphere at Booth UC to 
be encouraging and warm, and the subject material to be 
invigorating. I deeply appreciated each of my instructors for all 
they imparted. I am especially indebted to Dr. Burke, Dr. Jeal, 
and Dr. Eason for their willingness to share their depth of 
knowledge, their engaging lecture styles and their encouragement 
throughout the learning process.

How did you balance the demands of 
home, school and work?
I am fortunate to have the support of my amazing spouse, who is 
also my partner in ministry. I had moments when I wondered if I 
would complete the degree, but I enjoyed it so much, I just kept 

working at it. However, my time had to be well-managed so that 
no aspect of my life was neglected. I find the advice I received as 
a young man is still true today: We have time for what is most 
important to us, so make sure you know what is most important.

How does it feel to have your degree in hand?
I feel a mixture of gratitude and excitement to have reached this 
milestone. I am grateful to The Salvation Army and my family for 
supporting me in completing this degree. I am excited to see 
what the future holds and how God will use this experience in my 
life for His purposes and His glory.

How did you find your time at Booth UC?
I enjoyed Booth UC immensely, both in person and, later, as a 
distance student. The academic environment at Booth UC allows 
for intellectual curiosity to flourish while its character as a 
Christian institution values expressions of faith. I found the 
professors to be very knowledgeable and genuinely interested in 
helping students grasp the subject matter. What I did not expect 
was to enjoy the elective courses outside my core discipline so 
much. Booth UC offers courses in subjects as varied as 
environmental science and neuropsychology. I was able to learn 
things there that I had not dreamt of, and it was a joy to do so.

As a cadet entering CFOT, I looked forward to 
learning more about my faith at Booth University 
College. As a student in the Biblical and Theological 
Studies program, I had many questions concerning the 
Bible, and I was not disappointed. A well-designed 
course structure taught by excellent professors guided me 
toward developing a robust, practical theology with a solid 
biblical foundation. In particular, I sought three things: a cohesive 
understanding of the Bible; a deeper understanding of the 
doctrines of salvation and holiness; and the knowledge required 
to interpret the Bible in context. I found all of this and more, 
which helped prepare me for officership and the challenging 
situations in which Salvation Army officers are sometimes called 
to minister.

What attracted you to Booth UC?

"As a student in the Biblical and Theological 
Studies program, I had many questions concerning 
the Bible and I was not disappointed. A well-
designed course structure taught by excellent 
professors guided me toward developing a robust, 
practical theology with a solid biblical foundation."
                                           - Captain Alex MacDonald

M�e�one
Moment

Captain Alex MacDonald is the recipient of 
this year’s General's Medal, awarded to an 
extended learning graduating degree student 
who has achieved a high academic standing, a 
minimum GPA of 3.6, has demonstrated 
potential leadership in The Salvation Army, 
and has demonstrated clear intellectual and 
experiential grasp of the distinctive mission 
and theology of The Salvation Army, 
including the Doctrine of Holiness.

Congratulations Captain Alex MacDonald, 
this year's recipient of the General's Medal
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