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New MTS in Salvation Army Studies

You are invited to attend an upcoming welcome 
event for Booth UC’s President-elect, 

Dr. Marjory Kerr:

Friday, September 23, 2016
at 11:00 a.m. in Booth UC’s 

Hetherington Chapel

Booth University College and Tyndale Seminary recently signed a collaborative Memorandum of 
Understanding to offer a Master of Theological Studies (MTS) in Salvation Army Studies. 

“We are proud to partner with Tyndale on this unique master’s degree program, which is the only 
graduate theological program in the world to offer a specialization in Salvation Army studies,” 
said Dr. Donald Burke, President of Booth UC. 

“As the educational hub for The Salvation Army’s leadership development training and education 
in Canada, Booth UC is pleased to share in this exciting program and announcement that is due 
to garner interest across North America and beyond.”

The new degree, jointly designed by the two institutions, is a specialized, contextualized 
graduate theological degree. Booth University College, with its roots in the rich tradition of The 
Salvation Army brings theological perspective, ministry expertise and educational personnel 
needed to shape a specialization in Salvation Army Studies within the framework of the 
MTS degree. Tyndale, Canada’s largest seminary, has a well-established MTS degree in a 
multi- denominational context, with a broad spectrum of courses in the theological disciplines 
taught by seasoned scholars and practitioners.

For more information on the new program, please visit Booth UC’s School for Continuing Studies 
website: BoothUC.ca/SCS.

The past few months have been filled with the last time that I will do a long list 
of things as President of Booth University College.  For example, this is the last 
time that I will write to you through the medium of this President’s Update. 

As I look back over the past ten years and my time as President—and the 
preceding six years as Vice President and Academic Dean—I am astonished by 
the changes that have taken place and by the blessings that Booth UC has 
experienced.  We truly have been blessed with the support of a host of donors and 
friends, students, alumni, Board members, The Salvation Army, faculty and staff. 
When I assumed the responsibilities of the presidency of Booth, I remember 
saying that together we could make great things happen; that Booth College 
could become more than it even had been and could achieve more than it ever 
had previously.  And now, looking back, I want to affirm that it has been together 
that we have seen this institution become Booth University College…and it is 
together that we look forward to it becoming Booth University.  But more than 
anything else, I have a deep conviction that we have been blessed by God in our 
endeavours.  For without this divine blessing and guidance, our labours would 
have been in vain.  Thank you for your partnership during these years.

I want to commend to you my successor, Dr. Marjory Kerr.  Marjory was the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees when I was appointed President…and now she will 
succeed me in this office.  Great things are ahead for Booth under her leadership. 
Please remember her in your prayers and continue your support of Booth UC.

Finally, many have asked what’s next for me.  Let me say, first of all, that I am not 
retiring!  After a sabbatical, I plan to return full-time to my first love—being a 
professor at Booth.  I am looking forward to the next year as I write, research and 
prepare courses.  Then, in September 2017, my long sojourn in the distant land of 
academic leadership will have come full circle as I return home to the classroom 
and to students.  Come visit some time…the coffee will be on…and we shall talk 
not about last things, but about new things.

1.204.947.6701  
toll-free 1.877.942.6684 
The Office of the President at 
president@boothuc.ca. 

447 Webb Place, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

www.BoothUC.ca

Remembering Leslee Belanger
It is with deepest sadness that we share with you the news that one of Booth UC’s recent graduates, 
Leslee Belanger, passed away unexpectedly on May 1, 2016 while travelling with friends in Banff.  
Leslee graduated from Booth UC with her Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) degree on Sunday, April 
24th. She came to Booth directly out of high school and completed the 4-year BSW program.  “The 
entire Booth University College family has joined together to remember Leslee,” said Dr. Donald 
Burke, President of Booth UC. “We want to extend our deepest sympathy to her family and friends.”

The head of Booth UC’s Bachelor of Social Work program, Bonnie Bryant, said Leslee was a strong 
advocate for social justice and lived out the mission statement of Booth UC daily.  “Social work was 
a calling for her and more than a job.  As she had stated in her student portfolio mission statement, 
her goal was to uphold the inherent dignity and worth of all human beings, and to seek social justice 
in response to discrimination, unfair treatment and limited resources,” said Bryant. “The Booth UC 
community has an unmeasurable amount of love for Leslee. She will be remembered in our hearts 
and our prayers.”

SAVE THE DATE!�

BC DIVISION COMMITS 
ANOTHER $250,000 
TO BOOTH UC
On behalf of the students, faculty and staff at Booth 
University College, Major John Murray (VP Advancement) 
extended a heartfelt thanks and appreciation to The 
Salvation Army’s BC Division for its generous $250,000 
contribution to Booth UC.

This recent donation, which will support needed capital 
improvements on Booth UC’s main campus, comes on the 
heels of the BC Division’s $150,000 contribution that will 
support the school’s annual fund.

“Our sincere thanks to the leadership of the BC 
division for making a difference and investing 
in Booth UC and in our students,” said Murray. 
“This significant partnership investment will 
help ensure needed capital projects can 
proceed, and importantly, will help ensure        
a Booth UC education is an affordable          
and achievable option for so many more 
deserving students.”  

For information on giving to Booth UC or to make a 
donation, please visit:  BoothUC.ca/Give. 
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During Booth University College’s April convocation ceremony, Commissioner Susan 
McMillan, Territorial Commander and Chancellor of Booth UC, presented Dr. Donald 
Burke with The Salvation Army’s Certificate in Recognition of Exceptional Service – the 
organization’s highest civilian award.  

For more than three decades, Dr. Burke’s passion for Christian scholarship enriched the 
lives of students and faculty, and his vision and dedicated service strengthened The 
Salvation Army’s mission in the Canada and Bermuda Territory and around the world.    
He served as President since 2006 and has been with the institution since it opened       
in 1982.

"What a privilege for me to recognize the faithful service of Don Burke as an educator          
and administrator of Booth University College at the recent graduation ceremony,” said 
Commissioner McMillan. “Don has dedicated his life to teaching the Word of God and    
imparting doctrinal clarity to his students.  The Salvation Army is grateful for the way he 
has built on the foundation of his predecessor presidents to bring Booth University 
College forward as a unique organization in the Army world."

Dr. Burke will officially step down as President of Booth UC on June 30, 2016. Booth UC’s 
current VP Academic and Dean, Dr. Marjory Kerr, will succeed Dr. Burke effective             
July 1, 2016.

Major on The Move 
Congratulations to Major Philip Davisson on his appointment as 
Director of Academic Studies for The Salvation Army College for 
Officer Training. “Our thanks to Phil for the past four years of service 
at Booth University College. His contributions have been critical to 
the establishment of the School for Continuing Studies and the work 
that we have been able to do across the Canada and Bermuda 
Territory and internationally.” Dr. Donald Burke, President of Booth 
University College.

New Social Work Professor: 
A warm welcome to the latest addition to the Booth UC faculty team: 
Dr Cynthia Sottie will be joining us on July 15, 2016 as Associate 
Professor in the Social Work Program. Cynthia comes to Booth UC 
from the University of Ghana where she recently completed a faculty 
appointment. She earned her Master of Social Work Degree at       
West Virginia University (USA), and her PhD at Queen's University 
Belfast (UK). Her research, teaching and applied interests include 
community-based social work, children's rights and well-being, and 
social policy. 

Faculty on Sabbatical: 
A few members of Booth UC’s faculty are on sabbatical in the coming 
months. Buetta Warkentin, Assistant Professor of Social Work, began 
her sabbatical in early May and returns in November. Dr. Andrew 
Eason, head of Booth UC’s Bachelor of Arts in Religion program, 
starts a six-month sabbatical in July and will return to Booth in 
January 2017. When he steps down as President on June 30,              
Dr. Donald Burke will begin a one-year sabbatical. He will return to 
Booth UC as Professor of Religion in July 2017.

Each year two graduating students are selected to receive Booth UC’s 
General’s Medal and the Chancellor’s Medal. 

The General’s Medal is awarded to an extended learning graduating 
degree student who has achieved a high academic standing, has 
demonstrated potential for leadership in The Salvation Army, and has 
demonstrated a clear intellectual and experiential grasp of the 
distinctive mission and theology of The Salvation Army. 

The Chancellor’s Medal is given to a graduating Winnipeg campus 
degree student who has achieved high academic standing, has 
demonstrated significant spiritual development, and has contributed 
in significant ways to the life of  the University College and the wider 
community. 

Presented by Commissioner Susan McMillan, Territorial Commander 
and Chancellor of Booth UC, this year’s winner of General’s Medal was     
BA graduand Captain Beverly Brushett, and the winner of the 
Chancellor’s Medal was BSW graduand Aaron Wayne Goodchild.

“We are not simply a group that has shared time together, we are a family that we cherish in our 

hearts as we turn the page and embrace the next chapter in our lives. Our graduating class 

represents an entire generation of people who have committed to go out into the world and      

make a difference. We have committed to impact our world and our  communities,” she said.  

“Booth has truly been a welcoming  environment from day one. It is not just another university; it 

is a special place where strangers leave as friends, and where friends leave as family.”

Standing before approximately 800 family and friends of Booth University College’s class of 2016, 
Professor Roy Jeal left the audience with one very clear message: Being right isn’t always very 
important. Doing good in the world is.

“Keep in mind that it is about doing good in the world, ‘education for a better world’ as our motto goes and not about you 
personally,” said Dr. Jeal. “This is counter cultural and anti-cultural because much daily western ideology is shaped by 
the notion that one’s personal desires and rights, self-indulgence, gratification and self-gratification, are central life 
principles. The problem with this is like the problem of trying to generate your own spirituality: it doesn’t work. Doing good 
must always be seen as outward-looking, aimed away from oneself toward the good of other people.”

In delivering Booth UC’s 34th annual convocation address at Winnipeg’s Knox United Church on April 24, 2016, Dr. Jeal impressed upon the hearts and minds of 
graduates that it is not one’s position that is important, but rather, how they go about making a difference in the world. 

“Doing good will lead you to what is right. Play your game forward, for the benefit of others,” said Dr. Jeal, reminding graduates that the greatest people are          
those who are intentionally least. “The greatest people are those who do a good job in an obscure place with unknown people, who influence the lives of ‘the little 
people’ for good things. Those who toil in places without fame and without adequate remuneration, who are not well known or influential outside their own small 
communities, but who nevertheless touch the people they encounter. These are the greatest.”

This year’s valedictorian, BSW graduand Stephanie Titchkosky, emphasized the graduates’ shared passion that is rooted in love, compassion, mercy and justice.

In his final sending to Booth UC students, outgoing president Dr. Donald Burke reminded students that while they are leaving Booth UC, God does not leave them. 
“God remains with you, working in you, working through you. Discipline your mind until it is shaped by the Spirit of God; bend your will until it rests safely and firmly 
in the divine hand; and offer your hands to the Lord’s labour, until the world gives birth to perfect peace.”

To watch Booth University College’s 2016 spring convocation, including individual videos for the Dr. Jeal’s convocation address, Valedictorian speech, and student 
reflections from the morning Baccalaureate service, visit our YouTube channel: YouTube.com/BoothUC.
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